
June 2020
Dear QCS Families, 

American author, John Steinbeck, borrowed a line from Robert Burns’s poem “To a Mouse,”
and used it for the title of his novella Of Mice and Men. Today, people quote the line, “The
best-laid plans of mice and men, often go awry.”

This 2019-2020 year illustrated that point all too well.

We all imagined that the 2019-2020 academic year was probably going to be just another year
in the 68th year of operation. So, just as we were taught in Geometry class, we started with
“the givens” and planned accordingly.

Upon finding a space in the schedule for it, we launched our version of STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics), but to demonstrate our commitment to a full
and complete education, we chose to insert the letter A (Art). Master Teacher, Mrs. Nancy
Deputy, accepted our invitation to lead the initiative, thereby modeling for our students the
very heart of STEAM itself!

Some new staff had joined the QCS family. A school bus was purchased. Enrollment began to
trend upwards at an exciting pace, and staff morale was improving. The Finance Committee
and Mrs. Natalie Oskowitz’s (Director of Business) had us on track to end our second
consecutive school year “in the black.”

Then came what is sometimes called a “Perfect Storm.” The former Early Education Center
burned. Covid-19, instead of sounding like the name of a music group, was one of the names
we used for the global pandemic that led to “Home Sheltering,” “Social Distancing,” and all
kinds of seismic upheaval to personal routines, schedules, and plans.

Within a week of learning that QCS would have to shut down for longer than we anticipated,
our teachers gracefully transitioned to “Remote Learning,” using whatever they could find, to
enact curriculum and instruction for our students that not only continued the learning
process (which is even more important than the teaching process) but also sought to maintain
and strengthen the tangibles and intangibles that brought you to QCS in the first place and
kept you coming back each year.

Following the guidelines and regulations issued by the Center for Disease Control and the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, the Leadership Team worked with the Lead Teachers to
outline three possible scenarios for the coming school year and the steps we intend to take,
even as those guidelines and regulations change, seemingly almost daily.

To give you the slightest taste of the powerful stories that continue to be written each day at
QCS, would turn this email into a novel!  

But the time has come for one more change and that is my leaving QCS at the end of June to
discern what the Lord is already preparing for me and that He has been preparing for me all of
my life. While it feels better than I could ever express in words to have finally completed the



doctoral journey, the most exciting part of that is my hope and prayer that the degree would
be a passport to the next stop on my journey.

While I would never claim to be Moses, people tell me that I have done some Mosaic things
during my four years as Head of School. Using my pastoral skills and training, I think I was
able to help heal some wounds incurred in the QCS community prior to my arrival. Like
Moses, I, too, wandered in the Wilderness. And as was the case for Moses, the Lord did not
see fit that I should enter the Promised Land with them. For that, they needed and deserved a
Joshua. Because of God’s faithfulness to QCS, the Board and Leadership Team believe that we
have a Joshua in seasoned school administrator, Mr. Stephen Schrag, who will begin his
service at QCS in early July.

So Steinbeck was only partly correct in saying that the “best-laid plans of mice and men.” As
many of the QCS staff shared in our final gathering of the school year, the best-laid plans of
the One who created the Master Plan, in which each one of us, in some way, plays a part, has
promised to give us a future that no eye has seen, no ear has heard and that none of us, in
even our wildest dreams, could ever imagine!

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to play my part in that plan.

Yours for the Kingdom,

Dr. Timothy N. Gray
Head of School (2016-2020)

"Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess,

for he who promised is faithful."

HEBREWS 10:23
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